1608

Telescope (Hans Lippershey)

Fork introduced to England

1808

First practical typewriter

Mass-production line (pulley blocks at Portsmouth docks)

1858

Pencil with attached eraser

Condensed milk

Steel ship

Burglar alarm

Internal combustion engine

Bell Mason Jar

Can opener (50 years after invention of the can)

8-hr day

Fingerprints

Team photo

Undersea telegraph cable

1908

Cellophane

Bakelite

Paper cups

Teabag

Coffee filter

Dirigible

Electric washing machine

Assembly line (Ford T motor car)

Haber process (artificial fertilizer)

Geiger counter

Laxative chocolate

Electric typewriter

Mutt and Jeff (first cartoon strip with regular cast)

Cartoon film (Fantasmagorie – Emile Cohl)

Tunguska event (Russian fireball)

Minoan Civilization discovered

Lithium cell

Brownian motion explained

Alpha particles discovered

Round-the-World car race

Oil discovered in the Middle East

1928

Sliced bread

Scotch Tape

Dodgem cars (Butlins, Skegness)

Pennicillin

Yoyo

Electric organ

Rice Krispies

Mickey Mouse

1938

Corrugated drinking straws

Coelacanth caught

Nylon

FM radio

Walkie Talkie

Ball-point pen

Teflon

Fiberglass

Superman

Breath test (‘Drunkometer’)

Freeze-dried coffee (Necsafe)

1948

Velcro

LP

Polaroid camera

CB radio

Scrabble

RoRo ferry

Landrover

Computer with ‘memory’

1958

Beer can

Endoscope

Integrated circuit

Hula hoop

Skateboard

Laser

Xerox machine

Cassette tape recorder

Heart pacemaker

Traffic cone

Video game

Van Allen Belts

NASA

1968

Liquid crystal display

Jacuzzi

Supersonic airliner

Tidal power generator

1978

Test tube baby

Speech synthesizer (Speak & Spell)

Phone card

1988

Genetic fingerprint conviction

Air miles

Red nose day

Motorbike with reverse gear

Prozac

1998

International Space Station

Google

Paypal

